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Larry Diamond is a senior fellow at the Hoover Institution, the Mosbacher Senior Fellow in



Global Democracy at the Freeman Spogli Institute for International Studies (FSI) and a

Bass University Fellow in Undergraduate Education at Stanford University. His is also

professor by courtesy of Political Science and Sociology at Stanford. He leads the Hoover

Institution’s programs on China’s Global Sharp Power and on Taiwan in the Indo-Pacific

Region.  At FSI, he leads the Program on Arab Reform and Democracy, based at the

Center on Democracy, Development and the Rule of Law, which he directed for more than

six years.  He also co-leads with (Eileen Donahoe) the Global Digital Policy Incubator,

based at FSI’s Cyber Policy Center. From 1989 through 2021, he was the founding co-

editor of the Journal of Democracy, and he continues to serve as senior consultant at the

International Forum for Democratic Studies of the National Endowment for Democracy. His

research focuses on democratic trends and conditions around the world and on policies and

reforms to defend and advance democracy. His latest edited book (with Orville Schell),

China's Influence and American Interests (Hoover Press, 2019), urges a posture of

constructive vigilance toward China’s global projection of “sharp power,” which it sees as a

rising threat to democratic norms and institutions. He offers a massive open online course

(MOOC) on Comparative Democratic Development through the edX platform and is now

writing a text-book to accompany it. 

Diamond’s book, Ill Winds: Saving Democracy from Russian Rage, Chinese Ambition, and

American Complacency, analyzes the challenges confronting liberal democracy in the

United States and around the world at this potential “hinge in history,” and offers an agenda

for strengthening and defending democracy at home and abroad. A paperback edition with

a new preface was released by Penguin in April 2020. His other books include: In Search of

Democracy (2016), The Spirit of Democracy (2008), Developing Democracy: Toward

Consolidation (1999), Promoting Democracy in the 1990s (1995), and Class, Ethnicity, and

Democracy in Nigeria (1989). He has also edited or coedited more than forty books on

democratic development around the world, most recently, Dynamics of Democracy in

Taiwan: The Ma Ying-jeou Years.

During 2002–03, Diamond served as a consultant to the US Agency for International

Development (USAID) and was a contributing author of its report, Foreign Aid in the

National Interest. He has also advised and lectured to universities and think tanks around

the world, and to the World Bank, the United Nations, the State Department, and other
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Professor Diamond tailors each presentation to the needs of her audience and is not limited to the topics
listed below. Please ask us about any subject that interests you:

Democratization
Authoritarianism
Political parties
Saving American Democracy
When Does Populism Become a Threat to Democracy?
The Program on Arab Reform and Democracy
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governmental and nongovernmental agencies dealing with governance and development.

During the first three months of 2004, Diamond served as a senior adviser on governance

to the Coalition Provisional Authority in Baghdad. His 2005 book, Squandered Victory: The

American Occupation and the Bungled Effort to Bring Democracy to Iraq, was one of the

first books to critically analyze America's postwar engagement in Iraq.

Among Diamond’s other edited books are Democracy in Decline?; Democratization and

Authoritarianism in the Arab World; Will China Democratize?; and Liberation Technology:

Social Media and the Struggle for Democracy, all edited with Marc F. Plattner; and Politics

and Culture in Contemporary Iran, with Abbas Milani. With Juan J. Linz and Seymour Martin

Lipset, he edited the series, Democracy in Developing Countries, which helped to shape a

new generation of comparative study of democratic development.

 

Ill Winds: Saving Democracy from Russian Rage, Chinese Ambition, and American

Complacency

From America’s leading scholar of democracy, a personal, passionate call to action against

the rising authoritarianism that challenges our world order—and the very value of liberty

Larry Diamond has made it his life's work to secure democracy's future by understanding its



past and by advising dissidents fighting autocracy around the world. Deeply attuned to the

cycles of democratic expansion and decay that determine the fates of nations, he watched

with mounting unease as illiberal rulers rose in Hungary, Poland, Turkey, the Philippines,

and beyond, while China and Russia grew increasingly bold and bullying. Then, with

Trump's election at home, the global retreat from freedom spread from democracy's

margins to its heart.

Ill Winds' core argument is stark: the defense and advancement of democratic ideals relies

on U.S. global leadership. If we do not reclaim our traditional place as the keystone of

democracy, today's authoritarian swell could become a tsunami, providing an opening for

Vladimir Putin, Xi Jinping, and their admirers to turn the twenty-first century into a dark time

of despotism.

We are at a hinge in history, between a new era of tyranny and an age of democratic re-

newal. Free governments can defend their values; free citizens can exercise their rights. We

can make the internet safe for liberal democracy, exploit the soft, kleptocratic underbelly of

dictatorships, and revive America's degraded democracy. Ill Winds offers concrete, deeply

informed suggestions to fight polarization, reduce the influence of money in politics, and

make every vote count.

China's Influence and American Interests: Promoting Constructive Vigilance

While Americans are generally aware of China’s ambitions as a global economic and

military superpower, few understand just how deeply and assertively that country has

already sought to influence American society. As the authors of this volume write, it is time

for a wake-up call. In documenting the extent of Beijing’s expanding influence operations

inside the United States, they aim to raise awareness of China’s efforts to penetrate and

sway a range of American institutions: state and local governments, academic institutions,

think tanks, media, and businesses. And they highlight other aspects of the propagandistic

“discourse war” waged by the Chinese government and Communist Party leaders that are

less expected and more alarming, such as their view of Chinese Americans as members of

a worldwide Chinese diaspora that owes undefined allegiance to the so-called Motherland.

Featuring ideas and policy proposals from leading China specialists, China’s Influence and

American Interests argues that a successful future relationship requires a rebalancing to-
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ward greater transparency, reciprocity, and fairness. Throughout, the authors also strongly

state the importance of avoiding casting aspersions on Chinese and on Chinese Americans,

who constitute a vital portion of American society. But if the United States is to fare well in

this increasingly adversarial relationship with China, Americans must have a far better

sense of that country’s ambitions and methods than they do now.

https://www.amazon.com/Ill-Winds-Democracy-Ambition-Complacency-ebook/dp/B07HLR7R7F
https://www.routledge.com/In-Search-of-Democracy/Diamond/p/book/9780415781282
https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Larry-Diamond/dp/0805089136
https://www.amazon.com/Chinas-Influence-American-Interests-Constructive-ebook/dp/B07SYTYHTC
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